THE   QUESTING   BEAST
" What are your terms? You know ours," replied Karo.
" State them again."
" Stop the massacre immediately. Stop the attacks on
the Bank. Give a written guarantee that the reforms we
ask for in our declaration 'for the Armenian provinces will
start without delay. Free all Armenian prisoners."
Karo's words were followed by hurried consultation, and
then M. Maximov spoke again.
" And if we cannot guarantee these things? "
" Then/' replied Karo, " we blow up the Bank, its
hundred and fifty European officials and ourselves."
Again there was a consultation and M. Maximov spoke
again.
" I am from the Palace," he said. " His Imperial
Majesty has given me power to escort you and your friends
to one of the European warships now in port, so that to-
morrow you will be on your way to Europe."
By this time Karo's friends were becoming impatient,
and he was urged by several to let them shoot Sir Edgar
Vincent in order to enforce immediate occupation of the
city by the Powers, but Karo stayed their hands. He would
continue the talk. All the cards had not yet been played.
He returned to the window.
" We did not enter this building simply to give you the
trouble of coming down here to save us. What have you
to say to our demands? "
" The first two conditions," replied M. Maximov, " arc
already arranged. The massacre in the city has ceased and
there has been no firing at the Bank for some hours past
As to your third demand, we shall do our best to see that
the conditions of your compatriots in the provinces arc
ameliorated."
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